Pneumomediastinum: an unusual complication of acute gastrointestinal disease.
Atraumatic or primary pneumomediastinum is an uncommon complication of severe retching and vomiting associated with acute gastrointestinal disorders. In two cases pneumomediastinum was the presenting radiographic abnormality; one patient presented with acute gastroenteritis, and the other presented with duodenal obstruction due to hematoma. The pathogenesis of pneumomediastinum in these patients is presented.